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A Furious Love Is Hot on Your Trail! Many believers feel stunted in their Christian growth. We beat

ourselves up over our failures and, in the process, pull away from God because we subconsciously

believe He tallies our defects and hangs His head in disappointment. In this new edition - now with a

foreword by Michael W. Smith, testimony by Rich Mullins and the author's own epilogue,

"Ragamuffin Ten Years Later," Brennan Manning reminds us that nothing could be further from the

truth. The Father beckons us to Himself with a "furious love" that burns brightly and constantly. Only

when we truly embrace God's grace can we bask in the joy of a gospel that enfolds the most needy

of His flock - the "ragamuffins."
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My appreciation for the message in this book is overwhelming and resurges if I simply glance at its

cover. The writing is intelligent, creative and engaging: Brennan paints a masterful picture of a

loving God who reaches out for even (and especially) the worst of us.To explain why this book

spoke so beautifully to my heart, as the saying goes, "the taller you stand the farther you fall". I was

for most of my young adult life a devoted and sincere Christian; I loved God and enjoyed His

constant presence, was active in college Christian fellowship groups and mission trips and had

intended on a life of mission work overseas. But during the year after I graduated from college,

unforeseen circumstances - and weaknesses I didn't even know I had - cancelled my plans to "work

for God".Within the next year alone, my disappointment, feelings of being suddenly lost in world in

which I'd previously thought to know my place and purpose, and a sudden sense of complete



worthlessness left me reeling. I went from being what one might call a cookie-cutter Christian,

admired as "shining with the light of Jesus", to struggling through severe depression, abusive

drinking, eating disorders and unhealthy relationships. I contemplated suicide and often lied in bed

crying with grief over what I thought must be God's deep, deep disappointment in me.When I was

introduced to The Ragamuffin Gospel by a dear friend "who knew me back when", I felt an

inexplicable sense of relief after reading just a few pages. I felt I was engaging in a conversation

with that rare type of person -- someone who understood how I felt, and better yet, had a sincere

answer and hope to share.
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